A well known result of L. Bers [BL ] says that if u is a C2 solution of the minimal surface equation over (~2 ~ Q, where Q is a bounded open subset of 1R2, then Du(x) has a limit a E 1R2 as x ~ ~ oo. A more geometric proof, valid for a solution u of any equation of minimal surface type, was given in [SLS ] . ' Here we want to show that Bers' original result is also valid in dimension n, 3 n _ 7; specifically, we shall prove Of course in case Q = ~, the fact that Du is bounded implies that it is constant (so that u is linear + constant), because each partial derivative Diu satisfies a uniformly elliptic divergence-form equation. (Cf. [MJ ] [BDM ] .)
Thus Theorem 1 may be viewed as an extension of this « Bernstein » result (for Q = ~, 3 -n _ 7), which was due originally to Bernstein, Fleming, De Giorgi, Almgren, and J. Simons (see [SJ ] for each h > 0.) Notice that Theorem 1 follows immediately from Theorem 2 because there are no (n -I)-dimensional minimizing cones C in tR" with 3C = 0 and 0 E sing C for 3 _ n -7. (Indeed the regularity theory for minimizing currents guarantees that sing T == (~ whenever T is an (n -I)-dimensional mass minimizing current with aT = 0 and n 7 ; see e. g. [FH, 5.3 [SL2 ] or [MS ] or [AW] (See e. g. [G] ] or [SL1, Ch. 7] ), so that, since T is a cone, in particular Notice that in case n = 7 we then also trivially have that reg T is connected; otherwise reg T n Sn would contain smooth compact disjoint embedded minimal surfaces E1, E2, and we could rotate ~1 until it touched E2, thus contradicting the Hopf maximum principle. (Actually reg T is connected for all n, by a result Bombieri and Giusti [BG ] In case n 7 we can use connectedness of reg T, 2. 3, 2. 5, 2.8 and 2. 6 (which guarantees that v . en + 1 =0 at some points of reg T) to deduce by the Hopf maximum principle that v. en+ 1 -0 on reg T. Hence, again using 2. 5, we have 2.1 as required.
In case n 8, the argument is only slightly more complicated : by [BG] and 2. 
